
U.S. Department of Transportation 
Docket Management System 
400 7* Street SW 
Room PL 401 
Washington, DC 20591-0001 

June 29,200l 

Dear Docket Manager, 

This letter is a petition for Exemption from 14 CFR 121.345 (c) TSO Cl 12 Mode S 
Transponders pursuant to 14 CFR 11.61(b). 

Rhoades Aviation Inc. is requesting relief from the requirement that a Mode S 
transponder be installed in our airplanes except as provided by 14 CFR 121 (c)(2). We 
seek this relief based on a negative economic impact that would be imposed upon 
Rhoades Aviation Inc. by the cost of replacement transponders. According to our Parts 
Department, a Mode S transponder costs approximately $2500 versus $700 for a TSO 
C47 unit. Our fleet is comprised of seven airplanes with two transponders in each plane. 
We currently maintain a spare parts inventory of TSO C47 transponders. If we are not 
granted an exemption, our cost in transponders could be as high as $27500, excluding 
installation costs. Additionally, we are not equipped to certify and maintain Mode S 
equipment, which I am told is another $30000. 

Granting our request would be in the public interest in that we would not need to budget 
for additional avionics equipment and could spend the money on pay raises or safety- 
related programs such as additional training for our airmen. 

Granting the exemption would not adversely affect safety and we will be able to maintain 
an equivalent level of safety using our TSO C47 transponders because it is my 
understanding that the ground based equipment for Mode S has not yet been completely 
developed and implemented. 

In summary, Rhoades Aviation Inc, holder of Air Carrier Certificate JRAA338F, request!; 
exemption from 14 CFR 121.345(c) requiring the installation of TSO Cl 12 Mode S 
Transponders in our fleet of Supplemental Air Carrier airplanes. 

Please note that our air carrier currently holds exemption number 7151 fYiom 14 CFR 
135.143(c)(2) to operate without TSO Cl 12 Mode S transponders in our Air Taxi fleet. 

We need to exercise the privileges of the exemption outside of the United States because 
we operate our airplanes in Canada, Mexico, and the Caribbean regions, too. 

COLUMBUS MUNICIPAL AIRPORT COLUMBUS, INDIANA 47203 (812) 372-1819 FAX (812) 378-2708 



Thank you in advance for your consideration. Either Travis Brown or I can be reached at 
(812) 3724819 for any additional information you might need. 

JefYkey C. Holtz 
Chief Pilot 

cc: Eric Chapman, FAA Principal Avionics Inspector 
Steve Tatro, FAA Principal Operations Inspector 
Dan Fowler, Chief Inspector 


